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Symptoms of stomach-worm disease
At first the sheep appear dull, listless or droopy. The appetite is variable together with considerable loss of flesh. The normally pink skin becomes pale and dry and such animals are often spoken of as paper-skinned. There may or may not be a swelling under the jaws which, when present, is called bottle-jaw. A foul-smelling diarrhea is frequently noticed. The symptoms alone will not enable anyone to make more than a shrewd guess as to the nature of the disease present.
Immediately after the animal has died, the stomach should be removed, opened and, after the contents are emptied, a careful examination made of,the inside lining. When worms are present in large numbers, the entire inside surface of the stomach may appear to quiver. This is caused by the wriggling movements of the massed worms. At this time the worms are likely to be thread-like and red in color. The lining of the stomach is highly inflamed or reddened. When making an examination for this disease, it is of greatest importance that the sheep be opened immediately after death. If this is not done, it is sometimes extremely difficult to locate the worms, because they have a tendency to disappear when the carcass begins to decay.
If it is thought advisable to have an examination made before the animal dies, it is possible to determine this disease by a microscopic examination of the manure. A careful laboratory test would show the worm eggs in the manure from the affected sheep. Such examinations are usually made by a veterinarian or at a college of agriculture.
Treatment
Drenches or liquids given by mouth are always best. Powdered drugs in feed or water are of little value. The best treatment for stomach-worms is drenching with a 1-per-cent solution of copper sulfate. This substance is